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UNTO ALL | 
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Wherein they may ſee what Truth 
objecteth againſt their Practice 
and Proceedings in Caſes 
of Conſcience. 
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e And I will puniſh the World for their Evil, and the Wicked for their 
Inquity : and I will cauſe the eArrogancy of the Proud to ceaſe, and 
will lay low the haughrineſs of the terrible, Ia, 13, 11, 
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The Epiſtle to the READE x, 


Reader, 


F Here Knowledge is heaped up concerning Truth, and the 

Mm / Trath nat obeyed and prattiſed, 'it makes the World likg a 
* Y Wilderneſs, or the bright of: Babel : for all People arg out of 

| order that do not obey and pratiiſe Truth. : Aud by how 
wuch their Knowledge ts large,even ſo much the more Confuſion abound= 
eth . Lecanſe that Knowledge puffeth up the fleſhly mind with falſe n0- 
1101s and concluſions,and whatſoever Worſhip us ſet up from ſuch a know- 
ledge it only recerveth Life from the Power of Temporal Laws, and all 


ſuch Werſhips either live or dye as the Law favours them or is agaiuſt 


thens ; and ſuch things are gotten up among the apoſtatiz.ed Chriſtians, 
who are-gone from the Spirit and. Power of God : And ſo Bilhops, 
Paſtors, Vicars, Curates and People do erre and go aſtray from his 
wayes like loſt Sheep, as they confeſs. And what 45 to be expelled 1 
ſurh a Worſhip, where the Spir«t and Power of God is wanting ? And 
whati#s to be expeRed from ſuch Biſhops, Paſtors, Vicars and Curats, 
#5 erre and go altray from his wayes like loſt (ſheep ? Do ot ſwch 
erre aud go aſtray 4s walk in theic wayes, who walk not inthe Way 
of God? And notwithſtanding there ts a confeſſion of etring and go- 
ins aſtray; yer People are driven forward in\{uch wayes by the force of 
Tempiral Laws, and ſo People maſt either Ecre and go. altray, or. come 
rder the pun'ſhment of ſmch Laws, Now'let the wiſe and moderate 
Reader confider,, whit her ſuch are going, as exre and go aſtray from the 
way of God ? are they not going #0 the :Chambers of Death and De- 
ruian? Ard «there anycauſe why People ſhould be forced, by Tem- 
poral Laws, vo. walkin that way '? Oh that it might be ſeriouſly layd to 
heart ! for ſuch a5 erre and go attray like loſt ſheep, have more need 
to forſake their wayes, than to compel others to walk, with them ,; for 
Chriſt hath ſheep that hear his voice, and follow him ; ad thoſe 
ſheep do nat erre and go aftray from his wayes,bat feed in his Paſture, 
and reſt under his Shadow, and he ſaves them from the Wolf and Beaſts 
of Prey. And all ſuch as confeſs they erre and go aftray from his 
wayes, they muſt turn unto hin and follow him who 55 the Light ofthe 
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\\ The Epiſtle to the Reader. 

World, and Way to the Father ; and then they will xot erre and g0 
altray like loſs Sheep, but be gathered intothe-Fold, and intathe Pa- 
fure; and there 1s neither Biſhop, Paſtor, Vicar or Curate'that can 
come into this ſtate, but as they come to the Light with which Chriſt Je. 
ſus enlightens them ; for who be fromthe Light, are in Darkneſs, and 
that ts the cauſe why they erre and go altray like loſt Sheep. And c11 
any be true Worſhippers of God, whileſt they erre and go aftray from 
his wayes ? And « not God worſhiped in his own way ? And yet ſuch 
4 confeſs they erre from his wayes, would force others to worſhip with 
them, but ſuch are ſeen in the Light, and their end 1s manifeſt, and ma- 
ny are delrvered our of ſuch wayes, and gathered into the way of God, and 
fo be is known to be a Spirit, and worſhipped i» the Spirit and in the 
Truth, which is his own way ; for his Spirit doth not lead aſtray from 
his wayes, and they that have recerved bus Spirit and live inu, they 
live inthe Truth ; and they that be n the Spirit, Life and Power, the 
outward Law can neither give Life, nor bring Death upon their Wor 
ſb'p, becanſe it ftandeth in the Subiance which endures for ever, 

So Reader, be thou mindfal to obey the Lrght with which Chrift 
Feſws enlightens thee, and that will keep thee from going aliray like a 
toft ſheep ; for that which goeth aſtray 14 a wanderer from the Light, 
which 1s the Guide in the way of God, and they that erte and goaltray 
ave following and worſhipping the Beast and falſe Prophet, whoſe habi- 
zation is full of Perſecution, by which the Saints and houſhald of Faith 
are affisited :' But now the Lamb-ſits in Judgment, and the Beaſt, and 
the-Whore, and the Falſe Prophet are judged, and their Houſe will fall 
over their beads, and thoſe that fit with them, and they will feel the 
burden off their houſe upon them; and there will be none to taks the bur= 
den of : Therefore whoever thou art that readeft, mind that which gle 
verb Underitanding, that thaw mayeſt be 'a follower and wor(hipper of the 
Lamb, and not of the Beaſt, and the Whore, and Falſe Prophet ; for of 
a Truth, the Lamb aud the Saints muſt have the Vidtory, 
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AGenerdl Sninions from the  Autho- 
rity. of T RUTH, unto all Eccle- 
 fafticalConrts andOfficers, &c, 


Friends, 


EL 7 OU: have taken upon you a” Work of great concernment; 
/ . but how you are qualified apd fitted fot it, is the thing to 

| be conſidered, ; for there are ſeveral ObjeQions may ariſe 
againſt you, and this-is not the lealt; Whether you be in 

ſuch a Spiricual capacity, as to judge. of Spiritual matters, or fully 
to determine caſes of Conſcience, from a ſpiritual diſcerning and 
underſtanding 2? for many ate unſatisfied concerning the proceed- 
ings ip ſuch caſes, and it. is not'without NE road, when your 
praRtice and proceedings jn ſuch caſes arc truly exxmin'd cd hr. 
ly compared, With the practice and proceedings of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, who bad power and authority, in the true Spirit, to try 
and judge gf all things pertaining to the Conſcience ; and though 
you pretend the ſame. thing, and have given your felves the ricle 
of Spiritual Men,. and your Courts Spiritual Conrts, and'fo ſitto 
try.and judge of things pertaining to the. Conſcience, yet you are 
not found upon the true Judgment Seat, neither do your proceed. 
ings in ſuch caſes, run 1D a true Line of Spiritual Men before you, 
So.that the precept of the Spirit, nor the preſident of Chritt and hig 
Apoſtles, we not your Rule ; fot where did theyYet up Courts'to 
try and judge in ſuch'caſes? And who did they ſummon'to appear 
before them? and who did they Excommunicate for not Hearing 
their Service, or for not appearing to their Summons, or for nor 
Baptizing their Children,or for not Receiving the holy Communi- 
an, or for not Repaiing Steeple-houſes, which you call-Charches, 
or for not paying Tythes ? and who did they Impriſon' or cauſe to 
be caſt into Priſon, when they had Excommunicated them ? Com 
vo | pare 
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*pare your praRice and proceedings with theits, and then ſee if 


there be not good cauſe to ObjeR againit your praRice and pro. 
ceedings in luck caſes : For you have ſet up Courts, and Proceed- 
ings Wwhich.are nor to be found in the Scripaxres, And your firſt 


* work" iy fo' enquire -of the To\wd-Officets\ (Who-ire Jout Theellt. 


gencers) if there be any people Within their Pariſhes, that do not 
goto their Pariſh-Church, #nd hear Divine Service; and if there 
be any ſuch, rhen chey mult preſent their Names\avd Divellivge in- 
to the Court,; ant then your next work is, to ſend 3 Paringt With a 
Summons from the Authority of your Court, unto ſuch parties ſo 
preſepted, and to require them to appear before you 4+:and when 
many have fimply appeared according to your Summons, you com- 
monly ask them, If they go to their Pariſh-Church, and hear Divine 
Service? ox, ſomething to that purpoſe: And though they giveFou 
an Anſwer accordingto the Sctiptures of Truth; you Will not-be 
ſatisfied with it,, but exce& they will conform to Vyhat you would 
have them, you proceed to Excommuncation, and ſo return it to 
the Temporal Power, to calt thetmiinto Priſon : and if they do not 
appear to,your Summons, you 4jſ0 proceed in like matiner, and'ſs 
you make the Magi Ares your Servants, and the'Sheriffs yout 
Bailiffs :. For-upon hy return of your Excommunication to the Ma 
oiſtrates, they dire their Writ to the Sheriffs, and the Sheriffs ar- 
reſt the partie or Parties by their Warrant, and ſo caft them into 
priſon, .and kee Fiegn 30 priie # 30n your account ; and here you 
are the cauſe of {Ying bates i:debs upon ſome mens ſhoulders, 
for you addrels yourſelves to the Magiſtrates, and procire' theit 
Writ, and they ifluing forth'their Wrir'to the Sheriffs, inanſwer 
to your minds, the Sheriffs are thereby - forced unto Execution, 
though they well know, that ſuch upon whom the Writ is to be Ex- 
ecuted, do not, at all deſerye, ſuch corporal prinifhmenr rs Ittpri- 
{onment, ;. for,as to People in. Corporations, they well know one 
another, as. being. Nejghbouts together ;'#nd for Sheriffs of Cor- 
porations to be forced to execute a Writ upon their Neighbours, 
which unt9 them are well known to We hoe and Che 
men, and (ach ag arc'of good report, abd alſo ferviceable 'in' their 
places heh, 48 20d brite x burden upon their'Con- 
ſciences in ſodoing? and yer being compellzd ard forced roir,they 
do not ſee hoy to avoid it, as Wanting ftrength to'gainfay ak 
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CZ) 
by that means; there are many of them: brought-to-doiſuch things, 
in ſuch caſes, as ate” againſt their oma Confgienges, and thereby, 
draw burdens and trouble npon theis Copſciences ; Andis not this 
a heavy ſtate which you plunge People into by your proceedings,as 
to cauſe them to:do that which. is againſt; their Conſcience, and (0 
bringthem into-trouble of /Conſcienge > And: there may. be aq ue- 


Rion:whetherany |Eaw'in: force do bind-the;Sheriffs: [to execurs;s 


Writ of that nature inſuch 3 manner,” but that is left to their own 
examination and finding out. And now are theſe thinsseuher like 
Spirinual Men or Judicious Temporal Men? And'is this your Church 
Cenſureto caſt out honeſt-People, and cauſe them to be Impriſon=- 
ed becauſe they:cannot for Conſcrence ſake conform unto. you ? do 
you notbzlieve your ſe[ves, that there is.goad: cauſe ito objette 
g4inſt your proceedings in ſuch caſes, by which honeſt People/are 


{o expoſed to ſufferings; for you do not only Excommunicate.them,. 
and caufe them to be caſt into Priſon, but you alfo-judge them un- þ. 


worthy'of common dealings and ſociety amongſt men »+ And if any 
bave'to do with them/by way of dealing,-or comerin;theircampany 
by way of ' ſoctety, thenithey-muſt: become :4yable- unto-the ſame 
Judgment and Ceſure of your Court: And -ſoyour proceedings tend 
to deftroy-common dealings and ſociety among Neighbours, which 
the Law of the. Nation-taketh care-toipreferve;.far.the Laiv bath 
oreat regard unto'commontcatingant trading;and would not have 
any man to be diſcouraged init, becauſe it is acipruicipaliupbolder 
of the Nation, by-ſupplyipg all onward wants from one hand'toa- 
nother, And you judge ant! cenſure'this, which the Laiy.of the Na- 
tion encourageth, and ſo. your pioceegings-are found tob2 againik 
the-Lzv of the Nation, and confequentlydefitu&ive to the Natt- 
on: And ate not ſuch proceedings worſe/thanithe Fems agaivtt.the 
youns man, whoſe eyes Chrifti operred'?' for they did bur calt him 
out, and all they had againſt him'for fo doing; was only becauſe he 
would not deny him by whom his-fight- was reftoxed, to own their 
ſayings. And what have you-more againſt thoſe Peoplecalled Cu4- 
kers, ſave only that-they dare not deny (Chriſt, Feſus to own your 
practice, and yet you proceed further againit-them; than did the 
"Jews againſt the young man; for'you cauſe:then to: be caſt into 
priſon, and we do not read'that the Fewsdid'ſo by bim ; ſo-you are 
foundin a worſe ſpitit than were the Fews, who only:caft the young 

man 
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man out; and no'more ;butithat will not ſatisfie you except the 


body be' caſt into/Priſon, - And was it not the Fews that Ciucified 
the Lord of Life? Now if your Church was a true Church; atd 
your ſervice Divine, then you would ſeek to gain people by Love, 
and not proceed againſt them in ſuch a manner -: But your fruit 
makes your Church andſervice manifeſt what they are who. perſe- 
cite honeſt harmleſs/people, that dare. not defile their Conſcien- 
ces with polluted things: and may not people go to the Church and 
hear Divine Service;except they go to your Steeple-houſe and hear 
your matter ? And may not people perform Divine Service with- 
out they hear whar-you have to ſay ? for Service ftandeth in per- 
forming,and net only1n-hearing:: for many may hear the true Spi- 
it in irs reptoof,,abu-yet not obey it to become ſervants to it; and 
ſuch are nor. in Divine Service, though they may bear the Divine 
Spirit,--:And may. not -people meet with the Lord, and hear his 
Divine Spirit, and pzrform Divine Service in no other place bur 
where you would appoint.them?/ Would you, be limiting the Holy 
One, and! keeping:prople.im ibondage by your limitations ? for if 
they cannot 'cobfor :unto:you,'then-you:caft them out from you, 
and'ſo.calt themy/into priſon.” And. ts not your limitation the very 
oround of this Bondage ? And is the not-going to your Steeple- 
bouſe a Fa&tof ſo:bigh a.nature;2s to. be'Excommunicated and caſt 
4nto priſon' for refuting ©: If6:1t: be, then ſhew the offence againſt 
God and his Truths or otherwiſe you caftpeople into priſon with- 
out ſhewing any canſe, and that is againſt the Law of the Nation: 
for no Free-man is to be Impriſoned without cauſe ſhewed ; and 
the Quakers are Free-men, and you Impriſon, them by your pro- 
ceedings without (hewing ceuſe,for the cauſe muſt be ſome offence 
againſt God and his/Fruth};.and the Offence ts to be proved'/by two 


-or three WitneſFes, -or:otherwiſe it is not an offence of that nature 


2s to come 'under Excommunication, and conſequently a Priſon. 
And as for the Qzakers,you have never yetſhewed any ſuch cauſe 
upon your proceedings, and therefore, as to them, your Excommu- 
Dications are void, and ſuch falfly Impriſoned who ſuffer upen that 
account z''foraſmuch as: you; have not. at any time proved them of- 
fenders againſt God-and his Truth,. which is-the cauſe of Excom- 
munication z* and-they that tryed-and judged ſuch cafes in. the true 
Spirit,they proceeded to Excommunication upon ſuch caſes as Were 
| prove 


: (#2 | 
proved to be an offence again God, and his Truth, but they did nz 3 . 


not proceed to impriſon any by the power of temporal Laws, nor 
by their own power, though ſuchoffences were proved againſt 
them, as-might bring them under Excommunication, neither did 
they proceed againſt thoſe that were without ; but if any that wag 
called a Brother, was a Fornicator,or Covetous,or an 1dolater, or a Rail- 
er, or a Drunkard, or an Extortzoner, they Were to put away from a« 
w30ng them ſuch wicked perſons (ſo mark) they were among them 
224inſt whom they proceeded to Excommunication, and thoſe that 
were Without they left to be judged of the Lord, 1 Cor, 5. For a 
man is firſt to be within before he be caſt out, and when he is with- 
11, 45 to profeſſion, and then walketh not according to the Rule of 
Truth, and will not receive Admonition, to be reformed from his 
abuſes, then he is to be caſt out as a wicked perſon, So the Apoſtle 
did not ſay, If any will not come to our Worſhip,and hear our Ser- 
vice, of Will not have their Children Baptized, or will not receive 
the holy Communion, as now commonly uſed, er be in Error in 
matters of Religion or DoEtrine allowed in the Church, or pay not 
their Tythes, or Tenths ; that then they (hall proceed tocaſt out 
ſuch as wicked perſons : He did not lay theſe things down as a 
oround for ſuch proceedings, but he took notice of the wickedneſs 
which was an offence againſt God and his Truth, and ſo laid down 
the molt principal matters upon Which they were to proceed, for the 
caſting out ſuch offenders from among them; and this was their 
PraRice who judged in the true Spirit, and caſt out offenders by 
the power of the true Spirit, But you caſt out ſuch as are not of- 
fenders in any ſuch matters, and count them unworthy of common 
dealing and ſociety among men, and cauſe them to be caft into 
priſon, by the Temporal Power z and ſo you caſt out ſober, and 
1izhteous, and godly people ; whereas they caſt out drunkatrds, and 
fornicators, and ſuch as were in tranſgreſſion, but they cid not Im- 
priſon them; and you are doing both, and that to a people who are 
neither drunkards, not fornicators, nor any Way offendets againſt 
God and his Truth, but live ſoberly, and righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent worid,and you have not any thing further againſt them, 
bat as to things pertaining to their Conſciences, of which you are 
not able to judge ; (o that if you did not firſt make cauſes you could 
find none in the Quakgrs to give you any occahon to proceed 
: ſuc 
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10) 
ſuch a manner againſt them ; and beſides they are-not of you, but 
are ſeparated from you, and, thoſe cauſes you make are, in them- 
ſelves ſo ſlender and weak, as that they cannot any way bear the 
weight of ſuch proceedings; neither ought you to be judges in the 
cale, foraſmuch as the cauſe 1s your own, and the Laiv of the Na- 
tion, excludeth men from being Judges in their own Cauſe; as 
ſuppoſing that men in their oivn Cauſe, will eye their own Intereſt 
more than the common 290d ; and therefore it excludes them from 
trying or judging in that caſe ; and yet you go' much further, by 
taking upon your ſelves the whole matter, as in theſe paiticulars, 

I, There is no Cauſe but what you make. 

2, There is no Evrdence but your own Concluſions, 

3. Therets not any to give Judgment or Semence beſides your ſelves, 

Now every Cauſe is to be of that nature, as.the Law properly 
in it ſelf will take hold upon, by which it cometh under the power 
of the Law to be determined ; and every ſuch Cauſe is to be-pro- 
ved by ſuch Evidence as are not related to it, and alſo to be deter- 
mined by ſich Judge or Judges as are no way concerned in the mat- 
ter; and ſo all parties, which may ſtand any way related unto the 
Cauſe, either in Evidence or Judgment, are excluded. But your 
Proceedings are wholly left unto-your ſelves, and your own Inter- 
eft is involved, which makes you patrties;and what plea can b2 held 
againſt you in ſuch a caſe, to obtain right from you ? For itis to be 
underſtood, that you have not made ſuch Cauſes, and gotten power 
toa& in ſuch proceedings, as to give judgment agiinſt that which 
you have made,or to determine the matter againſt your own Inter- 
eſt ; -and ſo it may well and ſafely be concluded, that you are re- 
ſolved in the beginning how the matter ſhall end ; and not any 
plea, though never ſo gcod and ſound, that will help the Defend- 
dant in his Caſe. And here you are beſide the Law of the Nation 
2g4ain, forevery good and ſound ples, is to be admitted on the De- 
fendants behalf in all "Courts of trial; and the Defendant is to 
have the benefit of his Plea, ſo far as 1twill hold good againſt the 
Plentiff; and hereby many Plantiffs are overturned in their Cauſe, 
and all Judges ſtanding equal in -Judgement, as to the Cauſe of 
both parties, do ſuffer the matter ſo to be tried and proved before 
them, as that they may from a good underſtanding, do right unto 
the party grieved, But you will not admit of any Plea, though 

never 
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never ſo 200d and ſound, according to, Sctipture,which is the chief 
plea on the Defendants part againſt you, yet you will not admit of 
it to the Defendants benefit, by doing him right accordingly, but 
with confidence proceed to Excommunication, if there be nor 
Conformity given; and fo your proceedings are found to be a- 
ozinſt the Law of the Nation in theſe particulars, | 

1. 1ndeſtrojing common Dealings, and Society amorg men. 

2 1n Excommunicating aud Impriſoning, without ſhewing ſufficient 
canſe. 

3. In being Judges in your own Canſe, 

4. In not admitting the Defendants Plea, | 

And as theſe things are the very foundation or ground of your 
proceedings, and-being found to be again{tthe Law ir ſelf, ſo the 
Laiv doth not properly Rand-by you,neither can you properly ſtand 
by the Law, for the Law doth not properly ſtand by any thing that 
is againſt it, but rather takes hold upon it to ſuppreſs it ; and if this 
were well minded, you would not be admitted to fit-in the higheſt 


ſeat of Judgment concerning Spiritual things, - h 
Now'you-firſt cauſe People to be preſented for not going to their 
Pariſh Church, and then you proceed to Excommunicate and Ex- 
clude them,and no Plea will be admitted by you in the Caſe; And 
1s the firſt-an offence in your account, and is not the latter of as 
high a nature ?-'Surely, if there be an offence in the firtyit is much 
oreater in the [atter,forafmuch as you exclude from that which you 
cauſe to be preſented as an offence for not going to; and' then, if 
People were willing to go, they are excluded, and being excluded, 
they may not be received until they have purchaſed your Abſoluti- 
on, and this maketh an offence on your parts, and that according 
to your on concluſion; -For,'if not:going be an offence, then ex- 
clnfion muſt-needs be greater ;"and- that falleth upon you asthe 


Actors ; and here:you draw a guilt upon your ſelves in your own - 


work. And what neceflity is there for you to caſt out and exclude 
People for'that which they are notan, is not this a high degree of 


confuſion in your' proceedings L For, if you would have Peopletgo: 
to your: Steeple-houſe and Service, then:overcome with Love and 


convince them by ſound Do&rine, and if you judge them unwor- 
thy, then let them alone where they are, and do not run your ſelves 


into ſuch confuſion, as to calt ſuch out as are Without before,: and: 


B23 then 
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then z1idoe them unworthy of coming in, Without your Abſolution; 
But if you ſhould do ſo, then you would loſe your gain, after which 
you ſeek, and your Diana wouldfall, and your Craft be ſpoiled ; and 
indeed ( to ſpeak plainly) that is the main thing you ſtrive to up- 
hold ; for your Courts draw fees from ſuch as cannot withſtand 
yo1,and your Abſolutions bring money from ſuch as fall under youz 
and ſo your proceedings end in money 3 by which it is manifeſt, 
hat you are not ſo much- for the honour of Almighty God, as the 
love of Lucre ; and if that was not to be obtained, there is good 
cauſe to believe, that your Courts would ſoon diflotve of them- 
ſelves ; but whileſt there is any hope of gain or profit, you will 
keep thetn-up, if the Magiſtrate will but help-you ; and you have 
fo1nd out ſo many devices to compaſs your gain, beſides that de» 
vice for not coming to your Steeple-houſes, and Seryice, ag it is a 
hard matter to. eſcape your Snares, eſpecially ſuch as be of a-ten- 
der Conſcience ; and far the ſake of ſuch here are ſome of your de- 
vices 6pzned,and with the Scriptures of Truth compared,by which 
trial you are found much wanting.. | 

x. You have deviſed to- bring people into your Courts, for not 
B4ptizing their Children,as you call it ; and where doth the Scrip- 
tuxe command Baptizing of Childrenafter your manner;as to ſprin- 
kle water in their Faces, and to fign them with the fign of. the 

Croſs, and to have Godfathers and Gedmothers to undertake for 
them? For though Chiift in- hislove and tenderneſs towards little 
Children, would have them ſuffered to-come-unto him, and not 

forbidder, and that he took them in his arms, 'yet we do not read 
that he ſprivkled water in their faces, and figned them with the 
ken of the Croſs,-or-that they had Godfathers or Godmothers 'ts 


undertake for them ; but he ſaid, Of ſuch #s the Kingdom of Heaven, 


Mat. 19.74. by which-he fhewed their Innocency, and his love to 
them in that ſtate. 'And now you 'have :2otten a Law to compel 
people to Baptize their Children, as you commonly uſe it, though 


'Chriſt uſed it not : and if People refuſe to uſe it, them you have @ 
;ſoare for them. And was it not above four hundred:years after 
Chriſt before ſprinkling Infants came in'? Read Euſebizs ; And 
*ChriR did not mentien - water when he fent forth his Diſciples to 


Teach and Baptize all Nations, but commanded them, ToBaptize 


in the Nam, or into the-Name* of the Father, -Son, and holy Ghoft, 


b*; '*CHMat, 
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Mat. 23, 19, And the Apoſtle ſaid, That by one Spirit they were Ml Ps þ | 
all Baptized into one Body, 1 Cor.12,13, and this is beyond your out= 
ward tign which you are commonly ufing, and' it ftandeth by the 
Authority of the Spitit, and of the Scriptures, without the help of 
any Temporal Law. And do you not ſay, the Scriptures are your 
Rule ?: and yet you are uſing ſuch things as are not to be found in 
them, and have a Law to compel or puniſh thoſe that cannotuſe 
the ſame things with you. 

2, You have deviſed to bring People into your Courts, concern- 
ing your Communion,as you commonly uſe it,and call it holy ; and 
it 18 believed that the Communion of the Saints andApoſiles was as 
holy as yours ;: and:yet we do not read that they Excommunicated 
and caft ſuch into Priſon,as would not be partakers with them. And 
was not the Communion which they uſed,. che Communios of the Bo« 
dy and:Blood of Chri#t 2 See 1 Cor, 10.6. And did not the Apoſile 
an people upon the Examination of themſelves before they ate of that 

read, and drunk of that Cup which was their Communion ? x Cor. \ 

IT. 28, (Somark) He did not ſay, [f there be any that will not re- 
. ceivethus Bread, and this Cup, as we commonly uſe it, that then we will 
Excommunirate them, and caſt themints Priſon, They did not -pro- 
ceed in ſuch a manner, ho had the true Communion amoneft them, 
bat ſaid, Let a mas examine himſelf, and:ſo let hins eat of that Bread, 
&nddrink of that Cup.So ſee what your Communion is,who proceed 
ro pupiſh-people that cannot receive it as you commonly uſe it ; for 
the Apoſtle bids People Examine themſelves, and fo let them eat ; 
and you bid People either come and eat, or you will proceed to 
puniſh: them; and here is a great difference between your minds 
and the mind of the Apoſtle, 

3. You have deviſed to bring people into your Courts,for Error 
in mattersof Religion, and Dotrine, by you allowed ; and do you 
not believe your ſelves, That the Religion and Do&@rine which 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles allowed, was as ſound and true as yours ? 
And:we do not'read that they Excommuicated and caſt ſuch into 
Priſon, who differed from'that'Religion and Dodtrine by them al- 
towed; for the Apoſtle bid people examine themſelves whether they 
:were 3n the Paith , Hedid not ſay, Yon are in Error as to the Reli- 
:oton and Doctrine which we allow, and we muſt Excommunicate 


you, 'and calt you into-Priſon, and We have a Temporal Law to do 
4t; 
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it ; but he ſaith, Examme your ſelves, whether you be in the Faith : 
prove your own ſelves, know you not your own ſelves, how that Teſus 
Chriſt is in yon, except ye be Reprobates, 2 Cor, 13, 5. And by that 
Examination-and proof, he would bring people to knoiv Chiiſt Je. 
' ſus in them, and ſo bring them out of the Reprobate State, in which 
is the Error : And this was ſound Do&rine, by which he labour- 
ed to bring people to the knowledge of the Truth, that they might. be 
ſaved ; and that was to Chriſt Jetus 1» them, who is the Salvation 
of God, And ſothe Apoſtle would not, that prople ſhould be Reprobate 
concerning the Fauh, and live 1n Error, and therefore he preached 
ſound Do@trine to them, that he might open their Undetttandings 
to know the Truth ; And the DoQtrine that he preached was. Chriſt 
Jeſus inthem, And this was the Religion and DoRtine which the 
Saints allowed and approved, and they warned ſuch as did receive 
it, T hat they ſhould not receive another Doftrine, though they, or an An- 
gel from Heaven ſhould bring it, And though they certainly knew, 
that their Religion and DoRtine was Truth it ſelf, yet we do not 
readthat they Excommunicated and caſt ſuch into Priſon, as differ- 
_ ed from them in Religion and Doctrine, for they were of a betrer 
ſpirit, than to deal with people in ſuch caſes, afrer ſuch a manner, 
Therefore ſee what ſpirit you are of , and firſt Examine andprove 
your ſelves, whether you be in that Religion and Doarine which 
they allowed, who had the Spirit of Faith in Chriſt Jeſus -: For 
though you may have aLawin ſuch caſes, and by that Law may pro- 
ceed to Excommunicate and Impriſon, yet if ſuch againſt whom 
you proceed, be in that Religion and Doctrine, which they allowed 
who had the true Spirit, they are in the Truth and notin Error ; 
and by ſuch proceedings, you make your ſelves no leſs than fighters 
a24inlt God, and his Truth z by which it is manifeſt that your pow- 
er is not of God, and ſo the Error is your own. And the 5th. of- 
Eliz, 2.3. 1s your great authority in theſe caſes. | 

4. You have deviſed to bring People into your Courts for not 
paying your Tythes ; and in that caſe, Hey, 8, and Edw, 6, pro- 
vided ſomething for you ; but hqw that now ſtandeth in force, as: 
to your proceedings, the matter is ſomething queſtionable. And.if. 
Tythes be not yeilded and paid, then according to that Statute. 
made in 2, Edw, 6. 13. you are to have a Writ Excommunicato 


_ Capiendo, cut of the Chancery, againſt the party, or panties ſo ow 
ing, 


| C3 
ſing, andif they can be found, then to caſt them into Priſon ; and if 
they cannot be found,then the Statute of the gth.of Elz.23.civeth 
poiver to leavy Fines of 10, /; the firſt Capras, 20, /. the ſecond,and 
twenty pounds the third ; and if the party or parties do not yield their 
Bodies to the Sheriff upon Proclamation ; then rwenty pounds upon 
every Capias, ad infimtum, according to that Statute, And ſo you 
are furniſhed with Statutes for your purpoſe in the caſe of Tythes, 
But are theſe things according to the Rule and Command which 
Chriſt gave to his Diſciples, when he ſent them forth to preach the 
Goſpel. Surely you have looked mote into the Statutes, than you 
have done into the Scriptures, for did not Chiiſt ſay to his Diſci- 
ples, when he ſent them forth, Freely ye have received, freely give, 
Mat. 10. 8, And do not you ſay, Give ws Tythes,or we will grye you 
Puniſhment according to the Statutes? And is not here a great dif- 
ference betiveen your voices, and the voice of Chiit? And is not 
the true Sheepherd known by his voice? and are not Theeves and Rob- 
bers known by their voices ? And which of you will go forth and free- 
ly give what ye have, as the Diſciples did 2 Or muſt you not firſt 
know what the Tythes of fuch a place will afford you before you 
Y0untoit? And will not more Tythes and Profits call you from 
that place again unto another? And do you not hereby manifeſt 
that you do not freely receive the Miniſtry as the Diſciples did, 
and ſo are in the diſobedience unto the Rule and Command of 
Chriſt, and are minding earthly things, for your Belly, which is 
your God ? Oh the Luſt of the Fleſh, and the Pride of Life which 
cortupteth the Earth! The Power of the Lord is manifeſt to cleanſe 
the Land, and the Earth from ſuch defilements; yea he will ſweep 
It as With a Beeſom, and wilt drive the Locuſts before him until the 
Land be cleanſed. And when Chri#t offered up himſelf a Sacrifice 
#ato God, then did he end the Law with Tythes and Offerings : For 
itis granted, that there was a Commandment under the Lav, by 
which Tythes were payd; and they that were of the ſons of Lev, 
had a Commandment to take Tythes of their brethren, according to the 
Law, Heb. 7. 5. But you are compelling Tythes from ſuch as you 
Calt out, and do not count them brethren, and ſo you erre from 
that Commandment under the Law. But it cannot be granted that 
Tythes are now tobe paid by the Power of that Commandment, 
foraſmuch as Chriſt hath diſannulled it, Heb, 7, 18, and being voy 
anu 
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annulled, the force and power of it is taken away ; and he nevet 
gave commandment afterwards for Tythes to be paid, nor his Apo- 
Rles neithzr. And you may ſee how Pan! labowred with bis own 
band, that he might not be chargable, 1 Cor. 4. 12, x Theſ. 2.9. 
He had not his Pagitors about him to ſend unto ſuch as would not 
pay him Tythes;and this makes a great difference between you and 
Paul, for he laboured with his own bands, that he-mi gbt not be charg. 
ebleto any; and you fit ateaſe,and are chargable to many ; for you 
will have your Tythes, and your payfrom ſuch as do not ſet you on 
work, neither have-need of your work ; and as Chriſt hath diſanul.- 
led the Commandment going before concerning Tythes, and that 
he did not revive it again by his own commandment, ſo it muſt 
nceds ſtand diſapnulled to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever : 
For among Temporal Powers, there is that regard to the diſanul- 
ling of any Law,as that it ſhall no More be put in Execution with- 


- out it be again revived, but Randeth wholly and fully diſannuled 


and repealed. And will people haveleſs regard to the poiver of 
Chriſt Jeſus, than upto Temporal Powers 2 For as Chriſt diſanul- 
led that commandment, by which Tythes were pay'd under the 
Law, and did not again revive it by his own command under the 
Goſpel, ſo it ſtandeth wholly and fully repealed unto this day,and 
no man bath power to revive it, or cauſe it to be put in execution ; 
for Chriſtians are to keep the commands of Chrilt, and not tokeep 
up commands which he hath diſannull'd; for that is to keep up the 
Fews practice among Chriſtians, and ſo deny Chriſt Jeſus, who rs . 
the End of the Law, not only for Tythes, and Offerings, and Oblati- 
ons, but alſo for Reghteouſneſsto them that believe. And bave Kings 
and Princes of the Earth ſuch Power and Autherity as to revive 
that by their Law and commandment which Chriſt bath diſanulled,. 
and left diſanulled? Will you ſet Kings and Princes of the Earth 
above Chiiſt Jeſus the King of Glory, and Prince of Life? And 
will you proceed againſt people to Excommunicate and Impriſon 
them from ſuch a ground and Foundation, Surely it is not altoge- 
ther your Ignorance but your Intereſt that puts you forward.inthis 
Work. f gk 

And if you ſay, that the Church is to be preſerved in Diſcipline 
and Order by the Magiſtrates Power, and as they have provided 
Laws in ſuch caſes, ſo you muſt put them in execution according to 
heir 
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their dVn intention, andthat yourare. blameleſs;/a3 Loingnotbing //G,F 


but what je Law gpjog nes: you, Whidltin your! places you cannor 
avoid; |and-ſo, escording $0:youT! owe perſmalioticconcerning'your 
proceedings you would ſeemingly clear:your ſtlyes from perſecuti- 
0D :+ But this, Covezing Will not hide you,:though jt bethe largeſt 
that can be.fpreag.over-you 5 and if.yp would clear' your ſelves by 
it, as.not| being the confliretors ofiſuchiLyvs,. then you muſt needs 
make the Magiltcates guilty; and yourhavene cauſe at all to.do ſo, 
ſeeing yos reapyhe Profit:;! and if your would, jay it-upon them, to 
excuſe; you; ſelves, yautequite their, pains for you after the worſt 
manner,.for 3hey are. your principal Upholders and Supporters, 
and that breath you live dy; :a8-to luch things; you dray-it. from 
then, and: that Hrength you iznd-by, you receive it from them. 
And,havg;npt-youy or-lome before youg propoynded and preſcribed 
ſuch wayes unto them, before they have enacted Laws for ſuch pare 
poſes 2. And,doth not. that make you ſtand originally guilty of the 


matter ?- And.doth not;yqur proſecuting ſuch Laws draw the guilt - 


more, upon; you ;thoughs 28 to. rat the. Magiſtrates do for you-in 
ſuch caſes; they ae notice; and lin; time they may come to ſee 
jt, and-btweary of 582rAnd would you wholly: lay your proceed- 
ings ypog. the Magiſtrates Power, and ſo. make them bear the bur- 
den:of all-your work 2: And Will that power Rand by you in all things 
you pragic22 er40 you! Bot actyin:many things without their poiv= 
er2 _and:de-younghthareby plyialy-do themiwrong 2+ .. - 

. - Now-gongerniog>your:Seeple houſe, which:you call a Church, 


and brivg People into your Courts, that cannet pay money towards - 


Repuring itz: What Law'have yon-in.that caſe? And is your 
Chuch.of thatNatureas igmuſt be Repaired withimoney?. Will 
it decay, and fall, and comete noting; if,\it be not repaired and 
upb4ld nigh money? :TEthanbe the.nature, of your Church, av by 
your proceedings ſeemeth ;; thet-People have good cauſe toabſent 
fromit,- and. yu haveino cauſe atalkto.compel any to come unto 
it; forithz:Church is;the:Pillax and gronnd'of. Truth, and it.need- 


- ech nottobexepaired with imoney;bacawe.irftandethiin the ever-. 


nal-Powzr and Life, which ddcayeth not';. and. Chriſt | Jeſus is the 
Head'and Ruleth-qverity and is a Husband to it, And this 1s not 
lixe an.old, Houſe. that will £3jj if it; be-not kept up with money. 
And that is the; Church and Church-Government which the Q#4- 
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&ers own and fubmir' unte, and/there 'needg'no outward Law to 
compel them;fortheday!of bis Powerſhack made them willing, and 
his Love conftrains'thens and ſo/yeuweantbeithet compel not re. 
Rrain them by: your Laws;/forthey cannor be/eotpelied toobſerve 
tat which they know is. not true,/ nor reſtrained from that! which 
they know to be wae ;. and whether 945 vas ear thetnac- 
cordingts' your 'Law;orwithoutLny:in ſucheaſes/itis #ll'6ne nts 
thenv;” For they do:not- ſo tuehtake dice theoutwvard Law in 
cales of 'Conſcience,/ as theyamind t6 keep their'Conſciences'void 
of offence towards God ayd ment, 50> that'yaur procetedines are 
lictle unto them, whether you render-them guilty'by a Law or with- 
out Law. For as their Conſciences-are void! sf bfferice towards 
God and men-; ſono man can-charce af oftiite- ts Make: them 
guilty : Andthat wipeth oF all your ſentences and'cenſures'a\ faſt 
a5 you give them forth, And what Law have'y6it to proceed 482inſt 
p:ople tor not repairing the fence about the Steeplehouſe-Yard;and 
for following honelÞ Jaboux upon thoſe dayes yoireall Hoh-dayes 2 
have you not heaped upidevices likes Mountain, and-donot/ every 
device bring you ſome g89n/ and profir and? 9 pot that the princi- 
pal ground why'you proceedib them, an#might theis norbein good. 
and ſound plea held and/maintained #aaieft you 'accordivig” to the 
Scriptures of Truth ?-und tſolit nor all'your devices be overturned 
if ſuch a plea could by admirted*yew- ſurely; yewrmountiin 'thigtit 
ſoon be thrown dowwif Julkieeknd Bquiyecuſbitenter; therks 
fore you have no.cavſe Tochighty r6Hifr up your horn; feettrz/you 
{ftand upon a lippery place. erate Rhodes Led 
But ſome may ſay,” What #5there in all theſe things which ts of con= 
cernment ad to. Life and Salvation, for Life and: 8ulvurion ſendeth net 
in ſuth things, bat by btlitving in Chi, LEE 3 Hass[1:.1 DIES (6 you bl 
' Yes 5. There ig'gredt) concerrment itt thefe thinzs'as/to Life and 


| Salvation; and they thit wouldicome ints"the" true Faith; and be 


a believer in Chriſt, they muſt 'deny theſe things, and come out 
from among them :- For they rhat believe'in ChtiR for Life and 
Salvation, they do'not'yieldtheir obedience tanorher Power, be- 
cauſe all Believers obey his commands; and tiofanothes : fo'hereis 
ſomething of concernment 2s to Life and' SMlYation, for who are 
obſerving ſuch' things as Chriſt doth nor command, they have not 
Life and:Salyation in him as Believers; therefore people are . 
G | min 
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thing; and who ace obeyivg any of theſe thinge, they are-certainl: 

in bondage by.theay; and dath.nat that ſepazace from Life and Sat! | 
vation. in Chriſt Jeſus > And-uato what do: you bring. people by 
your compulion, do you bring them unto ChyiRt, or into. your own 
obſervation? And if they cannot bow to your obſervation, then 
you excommanicate them, and ceft them into Priſon ; And what 
command have you for ſuchyhings according to Scriptures ? /Let 
us ſee your Scripturesf you be ſpirituzt men, and do not preſume 


aboye what is wricten, but keep to that which you ſay is your Rule; 


for the Quakers are noble, andſearch the Scriptures, and they find 
that thoſe things you practice-are not ſo according to Scripture, 
And- have not people good cauſe to be ſeparated from you, who 
erre from the Scriptures and the Power of God? And howwill you 
ſtand by theſe things in the day when you muſt give account of all 
your deeds ? Will not theſe deeds appear as evil deeds ? and will 
not you appear as evil-doers? and what Laiy will then appear to 


 juftifie you before the Judge of Heaven and Earth ? for. you will 


find higg to be a Judge mote. righteous than your ſelves; and you 
will not have a plea to hold- againſt /him; butmuſt bear bis-Judge- 
ment, becauſe you haveſinned ; therefore repent whilk you have 
rime, and learn to do well, 

And why do you-at ſo furiouſly againſt others by the power of 
the Law, and take no notice of your ſelves by the ſame Law ? Is 
there not 4 Law for you as well as athers-? Is there not ſomething 
which the Lav takerh notice of, as to-your ſelyes, which properly 
falleth under the ſentence -of Excommunication 2: Doth not the 
Lay take notice of Incontenency, Uſury; Simony, and Perjury in 
the Ecclefaſtical Courts,. or Idolatry ? And doth it not-properly 
relate unto you, and bripgsſuch things.under -Excommunication ;? 
See'5 E/iz. 23, But you here-liand lent; or ratherdead a5 to.any 
motion ; and if you ſay.that noſuch preſentment comes before you 
whereby you may proceed, and'that you: cannot a&t in proceed- 


Ings without ſome matter for a' ground ; unto Which is aniwered, 


That if you would. but as diligently ſearch,and examine ſuch things 
among our ſelves, as you do other things among poor country pjee- 
ple,.it is believed that you might tind matter ſufficient as a: ground 
to ſet you upon Motion ; and _ is the. proper place whae you 
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what they obey, becauſe xbey become ſervants unto that //HF 
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are to begin, for ſuch things are offences; againſt God and his 
Truth, and the-Law very fitly take&naticedFthem as offences wor- 
thy of plniſhment ;" and tHie-! Qukkerr are noraaint the puniſh 
ment of evil-doers :* And if youwould bevits in your own theuſe, 
and make itclean, then clean. people would have ſome delicht-to 
dwell with-y6u; for they that'are waſhedand ſayAified by'the Spts 
xit of the Lord, they cannot joyn to ny.uficlean-thing;;” therefore 
obſerve the; Law and its dire&ighs4F/to your ſelves,': before you 
be ſo buſie!to execute it up6n others* But you rather-chooſe to take 
notiee of ſuch/things as miy/inereaſs your gain; than'of ſuch things 
25 may profit the ſoul, And becadſe of thefe things the Land moutn- 
ethand is diſtreſſed ; for you have-neither precept nor prefident 
from Chrift and bis Apoſtles for ſuch: proceedings; neither-can 
ſuch as follaw-Chriſt-oivn your praRtice and proceedings; in ſich 


caſes; for it is below-a Chriſtians Life, and they that be in the 


ChriRians Life, do ſuffer by you that profeſs Chriſtianity ont of 
the Life. And is it not below [pititual men to plead Laws and Sta- 
tutes for their proceedingsin caſes of Conſcience ? Have you no 
other Power and Authority-in ſuch cafes:but what is given you by 
Eavs.and Statutes ?--if you'-have then ſhew-phainly-upon what 
ground your Authority -ſtandeth ; and if you have no Authority in 
Caſes of Conſcience, but what is given you”by Laws and Statutes, 
do you not thereby take away the Authority and dignity of Chrict 


| Jeſus? and do you not as much as in you lieth-go-about'to unthrone 


him from«this right-?. For what Lawican reach the Conſcience, but 
the Law of the Spirit off Eife in Chriſt Feſws ? And what Power is 
able'to Judge the Conſcience, but the Power of Chrift Feſws > and 
what Authority can govern -the Church and keep'ir in Diſcipline 
and Order, but the Authority of Chriſt -Feſws 7 And would you 
take away his Right, and give it to another, or take it your 
ſelves } Doth' not this manifeſt that you want- his "Spirit, Pow- 
er, and Authority  and'ſo-the Magiſtrates muſt-help-you by their 
Power-and Authority;- and'their Laws, in ſome caſes, muſt be the 
ground of your proceedings,” and in other caſes, your own Inventi- 
ons Without:Law,: and tharmakes your Excommunications nutl and 
void ;| for the Magiſtrates have not that power given unto them as ' 
to what they do for. you in ſuch caſes, though you, or ſome before 
you may have urged them, and: draivn/ them to provide Las for 
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yort, yet they are all dead in themſelves, as wanting porver to ſerve ſ wn 


unto that end for which they are provided, becauſe the Conſcience 
is not to come under the power of any man in things pertaining to 
God ; and thongtr we that are called Q»akgrs do'own Magiltrates 
as they are for the puniſhment of evil-does, and for the praiſe of 
them that do well ; which is their proper place as Magiſtrates, and 
in ſuch caſes we are attvely ſubje&F-to'their Power, not-on1ly for 
fear, but for Conſcience ſake, yet wherein they extend their Pow- 
erto the Conſcience, and thereby would give you power to exer- 
ciſe Lordſhip over the Conſcience, we cannot- in that place bz 


actively ſubjeRt; becauſe in ſo doing, they give you power to in 


trude into the Authority of Chrift Feſus:And as for Conſcience ſakz 
we are actively ſubje& to their Power in their right place, ſo for 
Conſcience ſake we cannot be actively ſubje&t when thzy retch 


their power unto ſpiritual things, which is out of their place; and 


both-theſe are for-Conſcience ſake unto us, who are cal'd Quakers. 
For as ive dare not deny the one for Conſcience-ſake,we cannot own 
or ſubmit to the other for Confcienceſake; And:what more iS to bz 
expeRed from-us as to ative obedience tothe Magiſtrates-power, 
but only in caſes which pertaineth to civil things ? And have we 


ever refuſed or denyed obedience to their Power in any ſuch caſe ? - 


And as to your proceedings by the Magiſtrates Poiver, in caſes of 
Conſcience, it might be ſome ſatisfation unto many People, if 


you would openly declare by what Laws and Statutes you-maintain - 


your Courts and Proceedings, and in what Kings time they were 
made : For if you have not the: temporal Poiver to warrant and 
maintain you, then you only move as Birds in the air, which have 
no certain-Centre, and this is the ground why we thzt ate called 
Quakers deny your practice and proceedings in caſes of-Conſct- 


3 


ence, as not being warrantable byhe Law of the: Spirit of Life in - 


Chriſt Jeſus, noraccordingto-the Scriptures 6f Truth ': And we 


know that no temporal Power or Law, can maintain your-procec Ge - 


ings againlt the Lav of the Spirit of-Life in-Chiift Jeſus; for it 18 
he alon2 that hath Power and Authority to rule -and- govern the 
Conſcience, and 'not-any bzfides him; -and ſo tn caſes of Conlci- 
ence, your proceedings are ivithout Power, and conſequently void 
in Lav ; for without Power there 1s not any offence can bz truly 
fried or punithed :- And herein you are found wrong Cozts by your 


praceedings,- and you pull dowa your- own building by pleading : 
| | Lays > 
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58 * . Laws and Statutes for your proceedings in fuch caſes, and mode. 


'rate people do ſee that you are not ſpiritual as you pretend, but on- 
ly in ſome thing#have the Magiſtrates Sword on your de, by which 
many become {ubj2& mote out of fear than for Conſcience ſake. 
And becauſe we cannot for Conſcience ſake be conformable in ſuch 
caſes, therefore you proceed againlt us and infli& puniſhment up- 
on us, and that is-contrary to Reaſon which is counted the root of 
the Law : For itis not ateaſonable thing that the exerciſe ef, our 
Conſciences ſhould come under your power to be puniſhed, whileſt. 
as to Civil things, we are not found guilty of any offence ; and this 
we do maintain againſt you to be a truth : And therefore, as to us, 
your proceedings are of no more force, than as you drive them 
torward in the (irength-of your own wills; and yet there is a great 
noiſe that we will not obey the Laws, nox be ſubje&'to Govern- 
ment,and that we are a Willful People, and deſerve to ſuffer, Now 
we would have our Accuſers to ſhew us plainly, what Law we diſ- 
obey, and in what Kings time that Law was made ; and alſo ſhew 
us vherein We are a willful People, and deſerve to ſuffer; for we 
do not know any thing by our ſelves in ſuch matters, neither can 
ſuch an accuſation lye upon us ; for as to all things which the Law 
requireth, which in1t ſelf is properly Law, we aGively obey ; and 
as to that which in it ſelf is not Law, as not being grounded upon 
Reaſon, which is counted the root of the Law, we paſlively ſub- 
mit; and ſo we ſtand in the Will of him that hath called us, and 
patiently ſuffer without reſiſting or revenging, and this hath been 
known for theſe ſeveral years; and where is-then our diſobedi- 
ence to the Law, ſeeing we are either in active or paſſive obedi- 
ence unto all that is counted Law? But ſuch accuſations are only 
ro aſperſe us,. and cover our Perſecutors ;. for we do not diſobey 
any Law whereby we deſerve to ſuffer ,. but, as-to Civil Govern- 
ment, behave our ſelves, in a juſt and peaceable-manner> And is 
there any Lav againk us, -aswe live iv that Life ? If there be, we 
would know when it was made, and by whom, and what pu- 
-niſhment is to be inflicted upon ſuch as ſo live; for if there 
be ſuch a Law as provideth puniſhment -for thoſe that live 
peacebly, then ve are the proper ObjeQs of it, and dare con- 
tent to ſuffer by it; but if there be no ſuch Laiv, or Puniſh= 
ment provided agiuinſ 2 peaceable Life, then do we not ſuffer un- 
deſerredly, becauſe our Life 1s pezveble. And ſuch er 
| ; an 
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and-afperGions Will not clear our Pzrſecutors, in-the day when God 
ſhall Fudge the ſecrets of men by Feſws: Criſt ;- but they ſhall then 
know that. they have inflited punichment upon. vs,contrary to- our 
deſerts; and you,amongſt others,who ate the greateſt promoteis of 
it, and are alfo- in the ation by your Excommunications : And- 
we cannot otherwiſe be perſwaded, but you are the Womb in 
hich our Sufferings-are principally conceived, and by the Magi- 
rates power you have opportunity to bring forth your Bizth, and: 
herein you are found ta walk contrary tothe Law and: the Pro- 
phets, and to the DoQtrine of Chrift Jeſus ;. for this is the Law 
and the Prophets, That as ye would that men ſhowld do unto you, even 
ſo do unto them, And this:is the DoQtine- of Chriſt Jeſus, That :f 
an Enemy hunger, feed hins ; if he thirft, give hims.drink, - Therefore 
ſee'unts What you are come your ſelves, before you compel others. 
to- come:unto.you.; 'for if you be not come to the Law and the Pro- 
phets, you-ate at a great diſtance from Chriſt Feſus, And, are you: 
doing to others, a4.you-wenld have others: to:do unto you? And how do. 
you tulfil che Lawand the Prophets, white@ you are doing that un- 
to.others, which you would-not have others do unto-you7 And are- 
you feeding Enemnmes,. and ' giving them drink, according to the Do- 
Arine of, Chriſt Jeſus? orare you, not doing the contrary,& ſo-you 
are neither come to the Law-and the Prophets nor to Chriſt Jeſus. 
And forwhat mutt People come unto-you, - when ye your ſelves are: 
not come to the Lawand the Prophets: nor to Chriſt Jeſus? Mult 
they come:unto you as unto Gevts/er, who art alienated from the Life 
of Ged, and ſtrangers to the Covenant of Promiſe ? Mult ſuch as be 


come:ro-the Law andthe Prophets,and:to Chrift Jeſus,return again. 


to the/Gextiles ?- forthe Laiv and the Prophets: are above the Ger-- 
wules,and/Ghrift-Jelus is:above the-Law-and the Prophers, and ſuch 
23 arg come from among the Gentzles,and are come tothe Law and 
the Prophets, and to:Chriſt Jeſus, they" cannot return to the Gez-" 
teles again, except they deny that which'brought them forth, and: 


though-there may. be ſome that for- fear deny their: Profeſſion to 
conform unto your praciice,..yet there: are many-that have more 


regard unto the:peace of their Conſcience; Andif you would have: 


People-returr-unto youzthen (hew them a more excellent way then: 


thac wherein they walk, For ſome have-found a more pleaſanc 
way then thzy walked-in vaileſt they walked with you, and they- 


that: 
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that know what-it is to travel-in Maire and Clay, «nd then comets 


' flada Clean and Pleaſant Path, they willnot willingly go into the. 


Mire and Clay agiin, but rather rejoyce that they ate gotten paſt- 
it, 'And wethat arecalled Quakers, ' have learned the Law andthe 
Prophets, and the Do&rine of Chriſt Jeſus, and he-is our Light, 
and our ay, and our Gaide, and: being come to the excellency 6f 
this knowledge, thiough the mercy. of: the - Lord God towards us, 
we- cannot iconform to' 'atiy® Baggarly Rudiments, 'and' bring our 
ſelves into Bondage again, "Bur as the /power of the Lord ' God 
hath made us free, ſo'1n that freedom we wait tobe preſerved; 
and as'we ſtand in that freedom, your Bonds are all broken, though 
you may .caſt 'our Bodies- into Priſon 5 for you'may<as'eahily hold 
the Wind'in your: Fiſt, as hold the Truth jna Priſon.” Andican you 
hold the windin your fiſt;that it ſhallnothaveah univerſal corrſe? 
1s not that a thing beyond your-art:and'skil? And doyou'think to 
ko1d the Truth in Pciſon' becauſe you calt the body there? is not 
that a thing.bzyond your-power anditrength ? for Truth will have 
an univerſal courſe,” wheniyou have ſhit:the Body cloſe in Priſon; 
and by ho'v much you think to bind it and ſuppreſs it, even'ſo much 
the more doth it grow and fpread,” and you cannot bindiit from 
the univerſality of its motion ;*and ſo you labour in-vain.as to what 
you do againſt the Quakers, and you are ſo far from fulflling the 
D-&rine of Chriſt:Jeſus, that in ſtead of giving food and-drink to 
a hungry and thirſty Enemy, you are /perſecuting us that-4re your 
Friends, and Friends to all People : and ſo your praQice and pro- 
cecdings are not only contrary to Reaſon, Which is caunted the root 
of the Nations Law, but contrary to the Laiv andthe Prophets, 
and to the.Dottrine of Chriſt Jeſus, and alſoicontrary to-whiar is 
manifett co be'the Kings mind ; for that:Speech which was 'deli- 
vered by theoReeper unto'the Parkiament, ' upon the tenth-day of 
rheeighth'month, called Ofober; 1667, :it was delivered'as the 
Kings mind;: and by'his Command, as the ſame Speech: doth de- 
monltrate ; and what was ſo delivered, doth:clearly manifeſt that 
the King doth regard the goodof his People;' as bzing fo near an 
'Farere(t trorhim(elf ; and he would. have theParliament to imprint 
it 2s a known Truth in: therhearts of his SubjeRs, that there is no 
gdiftin& intereſtberween the King and his People, but the good of 
6n2is rhe, good of bath, | 
ES Now 
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Now as the Ring would have this ts be Imifibted-as + knowl / 17 (*, 
Truth inthe darts'sf his Subjz&s; and thart'he(dothiinclude his | Y 
own Intereftwithihis People, . avd thereby bringeth the matter 
nex himſelf," #s to concern his own good: 18 theirs, which init 
ſelf is:imdemable's# very clear Trith ; then'why do-not you re- 
ceive this Trath thto yoir hearts, ind (6 fill theKinos mind 3 for 
 ififtob©underRood, that all people within the Kings Dominion, 
Who are free born, are accounted his People,'as heis chief inout- 
watd'Govetnment ;' and'ſo in general. tears, *he-includes his In- 
tereſt and'200d intheirs,and' their Intereſt and Good in his own 3. 
and' do' not: you proceed to'Excommunicate- ahd Imprifon fuch _ 
Peopte® 4nd'do-yor not ' make them utficapadle'6f comiton deal- . 
ings andfoctetyamongitimen > anddo. you'not make them unca« | 
pable of havingany. benefit: by the Law as complainants? anddo= _ PF} 
you net judge them unworthy of the Kings ProteQton ?: and is not . 
this to atk diflinRion/betweerr the King and! his Poople-? for 
ao:comfion!500d,,45ito vitwatd things) can tif&to-the ſufferers ; 
2nd'z3 the King concerns his 6 wiiigaod inthevood of bis People, 
by a joynt Tritereſt 3 do you not wrong the King byintruding upon- 
his Inrereft? Swrely the mind of the King, as'ttis manifeſt, and-: 
your proceedings which+you praRtiſe, are at; #gteat diſtance, and 
mach-contraryone tothe other, for you plaraly efidedvourts blot 
outthitiknowvn Truth'which he would have imprinted,” foraſmuch- - 
aFyou'deftroythe common good of hisPeople, in'which it ſo'neare - 
ly concerns hifowh;, | Ges tr ed ala an, 

And now; upon what Foundation will you have your bailding to 
ſand 2 and by what will you uphold your work in which you are ſo - 
bukke ? ſoryour work is fourtd contraty to the. Laiv of the Nation, 
ad'contrary tothe Spirit of Truth; and contraty to the Scriptures. - 
of Trith; 'and<onftiary to Cirifitanityy and contrary to Reaſon, . 
#nd contrary to'the Law and the Prophets, and contrary to the Do- 
Arine'of Chriſt Jeſus, - and contrary to what is manifeſtto be the - 
Kings mind ; and where:will you have a' Foundation to build your 
workupon® fot avitis found contrary to all theſe weighty things, . 
{5 by their. Authority your work in caſegof- Conſcience may welt : 
be queſtioned, yez, the Law of the Nation may juſtly queſtion yeu;. . 
and the Spirit of Truth may juſtly queſtion you, and the Scriptures: 
of Truth may juſtly quettion you, and ———_ may juſtly que--- 
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"+ «Nion you, and Reaſen may jutily queſtion Jouy -and.the. Law4nd 
the Prophets may gulitly-queſtion you, and Chrik ,Jeſus' mayjuſtty 

Aueſtion you, and the Kipg may. juſtly queſtion ;you ;. and what 
can your Foundation-be, but the love of money, .which isthe root 
of all evil > And theſe things are opened thus. fully and largly that 
you might ſee your-ſelvesas in glaſs, 8 others might ſee; you with 
open face : And what ſad effe&s have enſued the execution of tem- 


poral Laws, whichtave related-to Spiritual things.; was not ſuch ' 


a Law pretended when the-Lord of Life was condemned.? and wag 
not ſuch Laws pretended when the Martyrs ſuffered ? and are not 
ſuch Laws now pretended, .-by Which the Innocent and Guiltleſs 
are puniſhed 2? and hath not the proſecuting of ſuch.Laws been the 
occalion of deſtroying the natural Life of- many innocent People 
at this day ? and doth not this fill your hands with blood > and how 
Can you ſay that you waſh your hands iv innocency,and ſo approach 
to God's Ahkar, if your hands be full .of Blood ?. And hat is the 
end of your Laws and. proceedings,in caſes.of Conſcience, for 
ſuch Laws never. brought proſperity in their execution, but alwayes 
have been deſtruRive, and {o brought calamity and. miſery ; and 
it need not be declared what hath hapned by the execution of ſuch 
Laws, both as to years paſt, and the time preſent, for the blood of 
many declares it, and the. loſs of Eſtate declaresit, and the long 
ſuffering Bonds and .Impriſonment declares it, and the ſound of 
this Declaration is higher and louder than Tongue or. Pen can de- 
clare; and will not the Lord make inquiftion for theſe things 2 
 vea ſurely, he will find out/the work of every one, and the guilty 
he will by no means clear, therefore love Mercy before you offer 
Sacrifice, for until you love Mercy, and live in it, all your Sacti- 
fices and Prayers are but as empty ſhadows ;. and though you may 
offer and make many of them, yet whilſt you mingle.them with 
violence and as Keg they never reach the Throne of Grace to 
find acceptation, and ſo the ſhowrs fall not down upon you with a 
bleſſing; and that makes Briars and Thorns ſpring out of the 
ground unto perſecution: And as for the Quakers, you may as 
eaſily force the Sun to go backward, as force theminto your pra- 
Rice and obſervation ; or you may as eaſily reſtrain the ſhowts 
from falling, as reſtrain them from worſhipping God in his Spirit ; 
for as they fulfil the mind of God, by yeelding their Oo_—s 
an 
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andTervice unto him, ſo they cannot fulfil or ſatisfie your minds, 
' by yeelding their obedience and ſervice unto you ; and if you were 
ſpiritually minded, you would never endeavour to force and com- 
pel them by the power of temporal Laws, but the wrong being 
oreateſt to your ſelves, even ſo they pitty you, as Well knowing the 
terror that will come-upon you, and therefore they 1abour to per- 
fwade you for your owngood ; and do not count them your ene- 
mies; becauſe they tell you the truth in plainfleſs, but be warned 
' to forſake the evil of your doings, and live in love and peace as 
becometh Chriſtians, for Chrik Jeſus mult Reign and have the 
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